
Advocacy



ad·vo·ca·cy
Noun

Public	support	for	or	recommendation	of	a	particular	cause	or	policy.
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Public	Affairs
is	a	specialized	part	of	public	relations	that	builds	and	
maintains	governmental	and	local	community	relations	

in	order	to	influence	public	policy.

- Scott	Cutlip,	“Effective	Public	Relations”
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Issue	Management
is	the	proactive	process	of	anticipating,	identifying,	
evaluating	and	responding	to	public	policy	issues	that	
affect	organizations’	relationships	with	their	publics

- Scott	Cutlip,	“Effective	Public	Relations”
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Example:

2013	– Proposed	sales	tax	expansion
• Governor’s	biennial	budget	proposes	an	expansion	of	the	state	sales	
tax	to	professional	services
• Such	an	expansion	would	have	negatively	affected	many	businesses	
and	industries	across	Ohio
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Coalition	data
In	2016,	the	industries	represented	by	Coalition	

members	collectively	had	an	estimated	1.1	million	jobs	
at	77,000	establishments,	with	a	total	payroll	of	nearly	

$46.5	billion.
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Forming	a	coalition	– 2013	sales	tax	expansion

• Began	with	core	group	of	industry	advocates	(lawyers,	accountants,	
etc.)
• ACEC	joined	the	coalition	in	2015.
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Coalition	actions

• Conducted	a	study
• Developed	a	coordinated	message
• Launched	series	of	meetings	with	key	legislators
• Issued	public	statements
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Example:

2015	– Marijuana	legalization	on	the	ballot
• Group	of	wealthy	investors	proposes	a	constitutional	amendment	to	
legalize	recreational	and	medical	marijuana,	giving	themselves	the	
exclusive	right	to	grow,	cultivate,	and	sell	to	retailers.
• Opposition	coalition	began	as	very	small	group	of	concerned	individuals,	
eventually	growing	to	include	over	130	organizations	in	the	areas	of	
healthcare,	education,	business,	labor,	faith	and	law	enforcement.
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